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H £B. iii. ti. 

■LtP axjf 9f yw he har^ned threugJ} the deceit^ 
ftdn^offin, 

" hknthc y<?jwy^ Chrifikhsh2kd form- 
ed themielves into an eftablidied 
€huHh^ atfijd were become conft- 
derable for their number as well 
as for their zeal and devotion, 
their obflanate Brethren thought 
it high time for their own fccurity,at leaft' to 
weaken and divide them, if t?hcy could not 
wholly fupptefs and dcflroy them. For this 
€nd,they made ufe of different inftruments and 
^meanSj according to the different (eafons, and 
^ifpoikions of men. Sometimes^ wh^n they 
h^ad any cncouragemeBt, or connivence from the 
Koman Power, ^hcy fet upon /them w^ith rage 
4»d fury, jpoiliHg f^eir ^aoiy^and thtreaining tbcir Heb. lo. 
•lives-: But this ted^^ufage did cdy heighten the ^^'^'^* 

' A 2 Sfmi^^og\Q<f 



courage, anci^unite the affe^ions of the more 
zealous Cbriftian* :SoiMetiint9,rfrcy*^ggcttecl 

to them the mighty veAeWiioft^^hicft- their 
whplc Nation '^Iwaycs ha,d for j^te^ a;B|4 tiie 
Law^ and what . kiji Infinite ^fibaiic|aj^^«fe^^6- 
nour it would be to thena all, to hivfe'tKrat ;|ja\v, 
which was delivered. by Angtls, ^ixmfiriricd Wy 
Miracles, eftabliftied by Prophets, admired by 
the Gentiles, and had continued among theni for 
fo many Ages, now of a Hidden to be laid afide 
for the (ake of a new inftitutioti, that cxprelfed 
no more regard to them than to any pther Na- 
tion in the World. And fo great was.tke love 
which the Jews had totheir pwnCountrey and 
iRdJgion, fuch an opinion wis, generally rccei- 
vedamoi^ iKem. of . 'the, peculiar favour of God 
towards: them>that th^y. who cOuld n6t be fbock- 
cd by pcrfecution, were in danger ctf being over- 
come by flattery. From hence the ^/wr of tliis 
Ep'ifik makes it his;bufineft tprfhew the excellen- 
xy oiQmfi above A/o/w^arid of his mftttm'm above 
that of the hiw^ in relpledt of the ^riejlhood and 
Sacrifices.^ and the benefits -which come by them; 
anid that although. this nea^and Uim^ W4'% vvere bvit 
-lately dilcoyere<J, :yct it Ws9S .tha^ .whiqh w^ 
•alwayes defigticd by God, forefeen.by the Pa^ 
triarchs, foretold by the Prophets, and longed 
•for by good vst^jx-z.sAhe QoitffiiatknofJJ^Kael : aflid 
it could be no moue difparagjcment to Mf^s^ and 
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ike^^hets iQ yitld to xht:Glo(ield( the Kingdom 
pf the Meffiasy than it is to the Stars not to be fecn 
;wheii the. light of the Sun appears. But befides 
jchefc, there were fome among them capable of 
ibeing wrought upon by other kind of argu- 
ments, iuch I mean, who out of a fudden tranf^ 
.port of zeal, and being convinced by the mirar 
culous operations of the Holy Gbojfj had declared 
thcmfelvcs Cferj/ii<w«y,but yet retained a fecret love 
to their fins, and thepleafurcs of this World : 
thele were the Perfons whom the Jpoflle, not 
without rcafon, expreffes the greateft jealoufie 
>of, as in danger of Apoftafie; and therefore in 
.miny places of this Epiftle, he reprefents to 
them the dreadful confequences of fuch an 
cApoftafie, for. it wa;s^no lefs than crucifying thelith.6.6v 
Smi ofGodafrejh and pitting bim to an open ^lame ♦ 
HmascomiingtheMo9dofthe(joyena*3ttpheremththey ' 
mre fanStified an.mholy thivg^ and doing dej^jgk.wu 
to the j^irit of Grace , ; nay it- was ; not only crucify « i a 29.^ 
ingjy but .treading under fs^ th Son of God j. and 
therefore he bids: them confider, what punifh- 
inentfuch perfons would deferve at ^th.kndf- - < 
t^ psd! :into^ which .ithey mnji /rt//,, .and what 
ijDpestherciiCould.be of pardon for thofe whd 
(b openly, rcjcif^d the only* mcjins of gbtajning /. 
^t J .For if they did herein fin wdfuUy. after th^ had • 26* 27. 
ixceivedy the k^omkdz« of the truths there remai eth no 
IWWV 'fap't^ceifor.fin'j. bjiit. 4 Herjtr^ifi fearful looking, for - 
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the AtOf^ums, But hatrtoi only fees before them 
the (ad emds of Afofiaiie, but as onetiittlovad 
their foiuU, ati<l deii^edto pteTent tiieir riime^ 
he jpvesthetntbebeftiulvTccandcouiifelaeaiQft 
it : He knew well encttigii, it was not the dtBTatif- 
h&Aon. of mens reafoa, which was the ground 
of their iofidettty : but, as mens iitoreopende* 
iigns are governed by fbch fprings wKidr are 
leaft difcovercd j fo^ whatever thefe warping 
Chriftians might pvetend, as to zeal for the Law, 
and their ancient Religion, die bottom of iM 
was a principle of infidelity, not arifing from 
want of lufUcienc reafon to convince thenfi, but 
from a, clofe and fecret love of (in which made 
them willing to quarrel with whatever wasfb 
repugnant to it, as the doftrine of Ghrid To 
this end, he puts them in mind of the cafe of 
their fwe»f others intheWilderaefs, who wanted 
no arguments loc&nvince them of Gods Good^ 
nefs and Providence ; yet nothing would fatisfie 
them, but they were ftill murmuring andcom^ 
Heb. 3. II. plaining, till at lafl God. /ware in hit wrath that 
they p?otUd not enter into his refi. " And finCe yoiii 
"all acknowledge, they had reafon enough to 
. "be fatitfied, butoutofanobftioate and ftub> 
'^born humour hardned timr hmrts in the day of 
" temptation in the Witdernep ; take ijeed brethren, 
»2'*' faith the Apoftle, k^ thire be in any of you fitch 
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*[ M:^ afd 4p 90t Um ijj^ this advice ^ vain 
'' and needlefs to ymth^ arf called xhn helieyif^ 
*' Jarfy but ypu have c*ufc t<^ fee very watchful 
"w«r oae waoribieji e^^^aUy ifi xhh Tempt- 
'Vmg JVg^ <?«^W*^ Vlf mfhifr 4afy 9fbHe it is 

'' deceitftdnejfs of fin. As thougljt j^e h^i (aid tQ 
^|i^ '*¥<?« whQP^W gtery itji th^oJWiftC of .!8e. 

'fjMiwriy. ^^4 ve bith^rw »* feww^d af ^y ^ 
*:*thfj |tr»^«flS(CHi tf Chfii^ity, 4o «9t; thiok 
'-y^nr IW.v«8tQ be abQ¥^tlie?^fcdQf ^yhclpi; 

".tpqw&W ypuf fjii|b,!*ll4t^ ^fit? ypu ,a&W^ 

*'.i&;aC&i4i:»p£,Wwpww>i>^ fr« y9u?? vi^y fc- 
'*<jUTJty;mfty 1>fii;?ay yw; bw <5<¥^4er r|«/i|i 
'f.$i^:kfhfy(^j(b^ft y9^ pn cyciy fide, the 

*t W9i^»ttHice« it.«\M«» sfcpf to ife:4yeffi«3n,. 
•f aud ]w\h4»k tob«w«^ten ^miftop, hpw, 

'.'m\n(S <j(f ttieR, hQW. wwiUkig rfiey ^ to. 
^fb« <?pftxins«d'<=»iF their- fiiM, hotyi»u<ih sfif^sj^ 

*f i^^y thf l^ve of fid V^s^ep t!9 ip|i<Je%, 
*?:^ ^W y«« :w4l ftciwiw? gp«|t yeg<b9 ^herc 
*:ih wfcy ^p ftpuld bf f j^ffffJi'W <mthir4'9th 

**tl3roi^hthedeceitfulnelsiifJm. 
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: . I . The idiger they tttm^^hmghAr^hhrt^ 
the4eceitfnhiel^(f[jln, who Have the moftpowerftir 
'motives arid engagements againft.it , ' . ' 

2. The jM^rter whereby yt/i doth prevail, upon 
mtn to h3.xicn'thcmythrw^h the deCeitfulfief^^ 
' ^. The cirf that all.G&iftiahs ought to have 
to prevent l^inghardhed thfOttghthePeceitftdnel?<>flin : 
LepanyofyoUydcd. • . ^ 

I.- ^he Tfanger' niei^ : ^"re irt af king ligStihei 
through ek<fcf««f«fci^o^yf», though they 'hive 
the moft powerful Motiyeisknd Bngagements againft 
it\ For never any -^rfons had greater argu- 
itaents againft retuririiig to thft pKaQjitef 6f fihV 
than- tliefe to whom this Epiftle- \vi^"^nttcti. 
They had embraced among the firft p;riticiples 
Hcb.6. 1,2. of -the do(5trine of Chfrift^ the f^ff^utSonnf- riperif 
tance from dead mrksi dndofftAth tc^ards G<id, <)fih€ 
doBrmofhaftiJihs and oftay'mgoHof hartds('{otthc 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft ), W 0/ ^[ 
refuheBiw of 1^ dead and ^eternd judgements And 
w^at-cAn wc fuppofc to have gtc&ter -force arid 
efficacy to retoiri men frbni fin, thirt' what is' 
contained in thefe fundamentals of' Chr iftianity ?' 
Biit w€fKall -fiiHth^tnoAibfivejhiyccveif httn 
great enough to jreftrain thofe froin fiti-, who hate 
Iccrctly lovicd. it, and Only fought pretences for 
the practice of it. ■;. . .. ' ' • v, « *'* 
' • Sudt is ■ the" frime^-ah^ • condittdh'6P4Wni&ine 
nature confidered in it felf, fo great "are'tfe^ 
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(i) 

ftdvanuges oF reafon and confideration for the 
governmeat of our a£kions, Co much ftronger are 
the natural motives to vemie than to vice, that 
they who look no farther^ would expei5fcto find the 
world much better than it is. For why (hould we 
luppofe the generality of mankind to betray fo. 
much folly^ as to 2£t unreafbnably and againfl; 
the common interefl of their own kind ? as all 
thofe do, that, yield to the temptations of fin : 
For if we fet afide the confideration of a Di- 
vine Law, to fin is nothing elfe but to a£t fool- 
iOily and inconfiderately. But on the other 
fide, if men Bxfk look into the pra£tice~ of the 
World, and there oWcrve the ftrange prevalcncy 
of Vice, and how willing men are to defend as 
well as to commit it ; they would be apt to 
imagine that either there is no fuch thing as 
Reaibn among men, or that it hath very little 
influence upon their anions: and that the talk 
of Vertue was firft foundout by fome great ene- 
my to the Felicity ofi^ankind. Such different 
apprehenfions would men have from the diffe- 
rent wayes of beholding the Figure of Humane 
nature • either as it is in its own frame, or as it is 
to be feen in the World. They who have with 
the greateft judgement and care fcarched into 
the nature and firfl principle's of humane Socie- 
ties, have all agreed that thechief end and de- 
fign of men in joyiiing together was, for the 
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mii^ul Wcfit aiid ad viotagehEeacK octe -, -'4 aJ 
that in 0f4fr, to. this, cwtaiia Laws of jF«/^<V«; & 
(^ufiy^Mtri:^ Xmth^GrdtitMdey Temfermcey zb vfeil as 
of Stti/f^ion to^GolmnwKnty -OMght to be inviipla-2 
bly observed by. mea And finct theft thiAgi 
have theunivetUl confent of mankind to befo# 
their general j^ood> how comes ittopafs, that 
men being : jjoy.Qed ia thefe Societies for fuch 
ends, make to- Httlc Confciencc of the pra^ic^ 
of them J How come fo many to live, as it wcre^ 
in open jdeHajicc to thefe Fundamental Laws of 
. ^ityre ? How- come others, only fo ipake. uft 
of the^pretenee of vertue to deceive, ind ©Rho- 
nefty and integrity to cover the decpeftdiflitnu* 
lotion ? If they .be not good, why are they pre-* 
jpetidcd ? Jfthey/arc good, why are they not pra- 
Ailed ; ? ; SO- that, whether, iwe- dcwtfider- tftfaitikind 
in itfelf, or in Society-' weRndtWe Motives' t^ 
;Vert;4c to be much more, weighty and-confidfe- 
jratle than thofe to fin - and yet that the pr4ftic^ 
of men is .directly contrary. - .• '. --uc? ^ 
- But it may be faid, that all this might happen in 
the worl^fov want. of wit and education to polip and 
- tmproyi the mturhl Faculties of mens minds ^ and to, di* 
reh and eneoHrage tk praitice of ^Hut I wifli the 
world had not fo many inftances that men of 
the greateft wit have not been men of the bcft 
Morak j butif wit, and education, and Philofo^ 
phy had been the moftcffedtoelmeahs to reclaim 
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mm irlefe'fiiH^* wllwe flio(il<J we have looted ! 

mme {iSif-iht flburilliifig''df vcrtnt, than in "* 

Grace and ^'Me T And' yet mthbre times, wheti - ^ 

; all the accowEipliflitnens of iw'f were at the 
fiigJiefi^ 4tt tH^ft places, the- manners of meti 
yfftsctfmk into the greateft filtli of cfcbaiicliery. 
it would make one aftohifhedto read the admi* 
rable difcourfcs of their Tktlofo^hers, and to con- ,i 

fider the ftrange Height that eloqueme znd wit 
JWrere^'ftfrivcdtb' among their Oratdrs iand (potti- ^ 

and tli€n to cortipare the account given of the ; 

manners of the Gwtife World, nbt only by theit 
GWnSatyrip,'bvt by iht'Afo^ks in their feveral 
Bj^fiks 2 \Vhat a nionftrous Catah^iie of fins- do _ 
we meet with in the firftChapterto the ^mahs? ^^^^l^ 
of fins of fo deep a dye, andof fbhonid a na* 5o,3i> aa* 
ture , and fucK 4n Inventory of all fdrts of 
Wickcdnefs, that'one might iniaginc the' Apbi 
ftlehad been rather defcribing fome vifion of 
Hell than the feat of the Roman Empire. T6 icor.6. Yd 
the fame purpofe he fpeaks of the Comfi^iiEpb.4. 17, 
ans and Bphejians, who thought themfelve^ be- *^« 

hind none of the- Gr'ieks of that Age in the breed- 
ing then moft in Vc^ue ; but we need not in- 
ftanee in particulars, wheii Sz.feter calls it in ge* 
neral the will of'theGentiles^. w U'^einkfciyioufm^' 'f^'^'4-3' 
mfts, excejyofwtneyre^eumgs anal7an(imtngs^ Xs\Yc\l 
as dominabk Uoldtrtes'^ and St: John in fliort faich^, 

tUwhde'WerU.fyeii^n-nfkke^r.'' • ' 
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It might be wovch oar while to coaddier hovT 
Co univerfal a 4^gencracy ofmaiiners (iMwldhap* 
peniathoreages, when men precended more to 
Wit and Learning, than they had done mjanir 
time before. And for thisj it were 'ft^nxmiti^QT 
nable to aflignany Gaufc that were equi^ly com* 
mohto all other Ages, fuch as the corruption of 
humane nature j which, how great focver it be; 
is the (ame at all times • neither do I think it:rea- 
fonablc to lay it; wholly on th^ bad examples 
of the teachers of vcrtue, knowing how niali- 
cious the worfl; of men arc in endeavouring to 
make thole who feem to be better, tobe'a^.b^d 
as themfelves : but there are fome peculiar rc^r 
Tons for it, and I wifli they had been only proper 
to thole times : as, ^ 

I. iSeparating !l(e%io» and Moratity from, each 
other. VC^hen their ^li^on was placed in fome 
folemn Rites, and pompous Ceremonies, and 
codly Sacrifices • but all the matters o( Morality 
were confined to their SchoalSf there to be icn» 
quired after by thofe who had leifure and curi- 
ofity for them. As though God were more 
concerned for the colour, and age^ and pomp of 
their Sacrifices,, for the geftures and fhews of 
their devotion j than for the purity of their 
hearts, the fincerity of their minds, or the hop 
linefs of their lives. When once the people ha^ 
fwallowed that pernicious principle^ that Mora- 
lity 
/Google 
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Uijr ^no'partof ckfir Kelipidi^ they liad fiol 
great regard totht good 6r cvilo^ dieit itdioits^' 
as long as^ little cha^e^jjikd l[btirlooks,and going 
^t»:didrTtiiipWs at certain times were thought 
fu'fBcknt to expiate their fips. '. And th ey were 
mtichtnore encouraged in Wickedn$(s, \vherfthe 
Gods they worfliipped were reprefentcd on the 
ftage as adding all manner pf viUanies : and no 
doubt, they thoi^hi it a great comfort to them in 
their debaucheries, that thijir Cods were as good 
fettotps as themfelves. And what could all the pre- 
cepts of 'P/7i/o/oj>kr5,oi<fayingsof wife mm fignifie 
to tkofc who were fo.Iai troin looking pn vertue 
as. any ncceflary • part ; of their Religion/ that, 
they. thought' thol^.fit to; be worihipped^ for 
Gods, wJiom. they never believed to have been 
goodmen^' 

1. When they had thus rendred vertue unnc- 
ccffary, by making it no part of their Religion, 
the next thing was to make it appear r«/icfi/oM!r ; 
which, was a certain way to make I^ods out or 
love with it i who do not confidcr, what is fit to 
be laughed at, but what is for When Socrates 
at Mhtns undertook with many {harp and' cut- 
ting horns to. reprove the vices of his. Age .. and* 
with a great deal of Wit and Reaion to pec- 
fwade ihentotheTober pra^ice of Vertuej the 
1 icenttous people knew not what to do with him, 
£01 they weice aot able to withftand the force of 
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few ^jg/^v^!^}'^^^-^il^^^-^'^^ 

ffii6i/#5t\?teirct>y(i^)WAs:ablc to-mflkt any thing 
ikcm ridiculous aUhou^ he knew very v^f ell 
the Wll49mm^U(arnmgo(Socrates\ ytt) topleafe 
and humQi<iill»? pCPplc, h.e:bfin^ him upotiiht 
Stage, and leprcfcflts his. grave inftruftions faf-» 
ter-fuch a manner, asturiiM all into anaatterof 
laughter to the people of Jtbens ; which (flid 
^norc mifchicfto the ifpjitation of FertKc among 
them, thaft'ihe taking away his life did. For, 
his dying convinced the people he was in good 
earneft, and brought a great veneration to his 
mempry;, whereas the other eiq^^d him cxily 
to fcorn and contempt>-and the people were 
made judges whether it were with caufe or no : 
who.be0cles their ignorance jnd want «^ judge>^ 
ment, were too much parties to be Judges. 
This is the method which men take, whea mey 
fet their wits againft yerttte and G^odntjS ; they 
know it is.impqflible to argue men out of it • but 
itisveryeafieby ridiculou&poftures, and mimi- 
cal geftures, and profane ftmilitudes, to put fb 
grave and modeft a thing Ufvertue is out ofCoun' 
tcnance, ainong thof ewhaarc fure to laugh on 
the other fide. ,1 do not think {iach thkigs (;a» 
figniffe iany thipg to Wife men • but when 
was the world made up of fiich ? and therefore 
itfignifieS'Viery muchto the mifchief of thcfCe, 
w|i9haYe.nJ)t!chfrC«<r<gcto love dejpjed rpertue ; 
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m:i^aimi <^aretWisWSi?(;3s?"^ j^ 

' ' J. The'W examples orb'th'efsjeipecially .qftliole 
ta wHbm' it belonged to te4C^ and encourage <vertHe^ 
above^ Others. Ko mail will prece^^j^ that it is 
grouiicl eiioughfor himtodoathingmeerly^be'- 
fcatife he fees another do it ^ yet in all A^es men 
Iiavc fden an4 com^ained that the pawer of ex- 
arfiples h^tih butdoue lhat'otLavi's. Sonie that 
fRmk'tHcnttfelves mo'refubtle'tlian others, quelti- 
ctr whether thdfe mean what they, fay , who Ipeak 



bh'e thing,aiv4d9 anotlier,j aivdtheirefprc they 

willdb'what tjiey think tK^^ 

W^re a gc^ocfpWa jf^eir a^i'ibns were betftrthaii 



lattji-eyt 
„ 6cfpleajl„ ^ 
th^ii: Xsrords. 'Others thiak, that all difcourfes 
bf verttle;! ind .horieftvi and true honoui;,. arc . 
meer [tnatter- ppt;\l|l r9r men ^o etHertain iome 
idi^ hbfiis^'witHj'^^hcl that men are'uniy^^fally 
a^teed'itf nothing but in fpeaking well and do- 
ing ill .' Thefe look oh yertue as a.|4ind o£Thw* 
hix^i thing bfleii talKed qfj^nd belieyedby fome;^ 
but never fc'eii'by ariy : biat fuch find 'all tilings 
io'Very Bad at hortie, that oyt of charity .to 
ihemfelVes, they belic^vc- the whole eWorld to be 
• li'^e^thtm/* P^n^rs 5^ye {b much natural mo- 
deft^, and fenfc of fliame ^tHatthey have-not the 
courage td commit a great wickednefs, unlefs 
the^^.wdre. nar^ped to it^o-V the. example qt 
S-teatA jirtyr^ Defofe'theni.'' But the'mbftcdm- 
' biniaaJgle 
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inoft rcafon of the prcvalency of example is^. 
that men find in thcmfclvcs a Arong propenfity 
and inclination to do evil, and are willing to 
meet with fiich a pretence for committing it, that 
they do but as others do ; and therefore 1 cannot 
think that bare example were enough to cor- 
rupt' the World if there were not fome antece- 
dent inclination in humane nature to the practice 
of evil. For fince there is Icfs rcafori to follow 
bad examples than good, why fhould one pre- 
vail more than the other in the WorlH, if there 
were nothing but the bare example to move ? 
But that inclination-being coniidcrcd, we may 
eafily give an account of the ill conrequencc 
whichthebad examples of thofe who arc to di^ 
re6t arid encourage others in vertue, mufl; needs 
Xen. ef.ni be of to th c reft of mankind. .XeMOJDfcbn was no^ 
^fe^' without rcafon fo much difpleafed, when he 
faw fpme of the beftof Socrates his Difciples, 
make their CoM't to Vton^fftus in S\cHie j knowing 
howinconfiftcntthe reputation of vertiicis, with 
the very fufpicion of Flaitery : and thai nothing 
makes great men more fufpicious of fvertue, 
than when they fee ^htlofoj^hers become Flatiirers 
^ and carrying on the reftlcfs^ defigns of ambition 
. under the pretence bf teacUi;^ the art of con- 
tentment to others.. It was this which made the 
very name ot them become To odious sx^me, 
that even vcrtue it felf was hated for their fakes : 

/Google ^ 
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fo that thcyery tcachcjrs of Vfurtue ccw^ibiited-(jQ 
the increafc of vice. ^{pcciaUy,' whcri l>y their 
endlefs di fputes aad wr:aaglings about words and 
terms of art, they made the people fuipcvt they 
did'but play prizes before them ; and only pre- 

. tended to quarrel, but were enough agreed td 
cheat and deceive them. Upon fuch grounds as 
thefe, all the Uot'ms toyfertue contained in the Wri^ 
tm^s^ndinflmSlimsofThHofophersloiithpitdue 
foirce and efficacy on the minds of the people, 
who were rather more hardned in that fins by thefe 
difadvantages which attended the meaim that 
were ufed to reclaim them, from the pra^ice of 
them. 

But when all other W(tf<v« proved ineffe<5tua) 
by thefe difadvantages, what could be more rca- 
fonably cxpe<Il:ed, than that the motives of the 
Go/pel mould prevdil with men, being of (b great 
weight in themfelvcs, and recommended with 
fo much advantage to the Worlds by the exam-' 
jples of thofe who delivered them ? The great 
arguments of Chriftianity againft the practice 
ofiinare not drawn from any uncertain Topicks, 
dr nice and curiot)| fpeculacibns ; but from the 
in Auence men&good or evil adiions in this World 

, will have upon their happinefs or mifery in ano-« 
ther. And what concerns another flatc is re- :: 
vealed with much nlorc cleamefs, and confirmed ■ • • 
by ftronger evidence, and ehforidedl>y Wore mo- 
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Vkfg ^etilfite:^0h^; thiA cvfcir it Wis before 
amcaig thtbtfftitia'wireft of the Geiitilcs. The 
^iJ^rinfe 6l ChHftianity is plaiA and percifiJ)to- 
Rom. 2.6. *y *" tJiiS'filiArtt, Hr<rt W w'M rtfider w %Ver) wdw, ac^ 
1.18. C(»'(ft«^ j&WfPJ>r4j": ttld rf;^ fhe ■6irdth ofGodisyt* 
mdedfr^ BeaWtt a^ipjl aH Uri^odlimJ? and mrtgl}* 
Uwjvtefif vkin. '■ Afid however pto'ne iiicn are to 
h deee'tyedMih ivam words ^ yet let them, lobk to 
Gal.6.7. ^tttifeUiSjGbd^U mtie ntatked, (kowcvermcn 
iftay fefe ) for kcauft tf (infe things the itrath of God 
Eph.5. 6. jbffl cbMk up(iH I^Chfldriit bf dtfohdience. No Sacri- 
fices, ihfb ■j^Hyttiytio'^iAS.Utts^ 'n6 vows and pro- 
Hii^'vfiWVdiip cff this wrath bf God without a 
hearty .repentance and timely reformation. Nc- 
i^'tttii U^igit^ri' 6r ittftkutiofi in the ^orld 
rtade-it ft) iftiitc'hi^t's'h'aiflrters to keep m^n from 
4bJng tVii, and rb |>etfwade t'hem fo do^^Ood, as 
theOitiftiandbt'h. The A^bftl'es thought it the 
greateft- cpritlr^i;3ibii toihejrprbfeffion, for any 
irttffttb be tailtd^dhi;iftiiaVi^'artd to liye in tlie pra^ 
J pet.4. 3. Bict <3f tlhefr forrtitV iflAS, Let the time pajl of,youP 
fe/ip/i^ife3tW,t^it!h $.•?-?*?>', ro ha-vewrou^t the mil 
if'^Gmil'ts^'ix: that time: p'^ft when you were 
^b<JhHftt^iii * l*bbe aChdfti'an then was all 
iftt ^s x>f i lboi(^, ^tofah'e^ diifoloTJe pcrf^^ 
- cbm«'ifbfeerj*teli|;i6u's/exafltiri his convcrfatjoti. 
Rom. Jj. To J>«t^n»0m,%a§ blit^rtotiier fh'rafe,- for makirtg 
^^d'pmfib^fitfhep^, w; pl^l Mup ihereof^ To learn 
ChH^', Wilis all bnc 'ars Upt ojf m ' mic'ernitt^ the farm 
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tk dec fitful Mf j 4'^MH wit^e WWm% l^m(^}L *^' *** 
Gad is <nat^4tnri^Uo^mj^^^^^^ . if*bp(c 

werctbe bUffe4 day?s 9f Qhriftl^Ky, whcfl i^ 
was no hs^r.d ?n atte j; 56, uti.4erft4ri4 wh>t if np^ tp 
be aCihriftianj' \yhfin tfe rtic^ties of Jifputes, 
*nd th& fut>tlc amices pf men of ^prrypt nciipds 
had not yetdcbauclvf4 cH^ynpiipn pf CR^iftiaiDii- 
ty^ yo re^pticije jit with tHc U^s. pf men- To 
bc'a Chriftian^hen^ 'w^s npp p"h$ v^jrffd in ^lie 
fubtikiespf t'h^ ^chpols •" prio U* 4jli? tp fw4| 
low. contia4i<3fcipni withpijt jpfef wing ^hpfiii ;^ Pl| 
«p be as fi^rcfa*!^ carnfifl: f^r ^y^y.4pybtfui ppf-r 

of Chriftianity w^C liK^ fymm hi? Woil4 
made up of a^^rgat oumbef pf ve^y fm^U ^n4 
reftlefs Atpmef.. To b«? g^- vQb#i'^^ W*^^ ?9f 
to figKt fer th? F;^i|6fe.b.^^?p ^Yf fey^lfj'W 
quarrel for gpoi \5^p.rfo, T?^i^ ip,pm4il? ^bipmj 
In fhprt, to tcaChriftiat^ wii.ftw'fl'^rf /rP»» 'A%f»f(y 
^;i4(o ^p ^P9^/tpbe^ef1^ »54iwJinbte.^.a^i4p4r 
tient^; ^b4 peac^^ablc itQw&r45 aU men j 1:0 ti? 
pharitablg, ^ii4 foflid.i'ip be jfpbjei %p4 temfer^t/em 
f»^ f/?<»^i>.tpbeh%,fe-re':(^a.P^ bQPfeW.-i9> W? 
a<3:jpni tpwj^r4s <Sp4M4 Wf ni^ - T^^ W^f W 
7%pf a,<^nftiaj;U.aj\di\<i;i4i»?jff H^^^ ftcH 

as ev^ry pjie tfet pwhs 'Himglf fS ^i i'ChU^f^^ 

is.bow4 1^ t^ mpft," §ftc^4' y^V ■^J^-.*W^^%( 
|n^|fj^-^:^p^^^ 
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. deration of thtir own eternal welfare, or the 
nature, clelign,. or honour of Chriftianity, or 
their own mofbfolemn engagements can reftrain 
men from the pra<aice of fin, we fee that thofc 
who are Chriftians, are under the moft powerful 
mothes and engagements againft it. 

But yet fuch there have been (I wifli I could 
not fay fuch there are) who have broken through 
all thefc things, and haye hen hardned through the 
deceitfulnejiofjin. One might have thought, if 
any perlbns had been out of this danger, they 
had been fuch as the J^ftle makes this exhortati- 
on to J who had leen the mtractdotii operations of 
the Holy Ghoji for confirming the dolirvie and Afo* 
iiyes of Chrifiidnity j nay who b ad themfelves been 
fMojS.^H^madefjrtakers of the HolyGhofiy anihad taftedofthis 
Heayenlygift, and of the good Word of God^ and of the 
powers tf themrld to conk : Who had teftified their 
repentance for their former fins in the moft pub- 
lick and folemn manner, and had entred into the 
moft Siicred Vow of Baptifm, never to return 
more to the pradiceof it^: who had done this 
in the heat of perfecution, which they endured 
with courage and rejoycing • yet after all thefe 
things, the Apoftle expreUes a more than ordi- 
nary jealoufie left any of them p>otiid fall away, 
and tfc^ir hearts lehardned through the deceitfutne^ of 
fin, When Crit'ms unijlcihiades had forfakeii the 
path&ofvcrtue, which they fccmed'vtry forward 
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ih,whilcthcy continued under the inftru£kions of 
Socrates y "Xenoj^hon faith, there mrz fome that contend- 'Amfiryl 
ed thai the^ never had my fvertm at ally ^^^^^w/^l'ieJ**'* 
thofe who once had tt could ne^er hfe it : hut for his 
party he faith ^ he vfoa hy no means fatisfied mth their 
opium': for as men hy difcmtinuing hodtly exercifes 

. make themfelyes unca^Me of doingthoje things which they 
were mojl expert in before '^ fomenby thenegleSiofim'' 

' proVmg their minds in ivertue-j andgiVmg way to the 
temptations of honour and pkafure ( which was the 
ca,fe of (ritsa4 and Jlcibiades ) may by decrees hfe the 
foHe of all the Motiyes to ^vertue and confequently the 
fvertue it.felf. ' It is agreed by all men whoun- 
dcrftand any thing in thefc matters, that even 
Gracey although it be the effect of a divine pow- 
er on the minds of men, is of it felf capable of 
being loft • the great difpute is, whether k may 
be' loft paft all recovery ? But as we have no 
more reafon to fet any bounds to the Grace^of 
God in mens Recovery, than as to their firft Re- 
pentance; fo we ought to confider, that thcre'iS 
luch a falling away mentioned by the ^pojile, of 
thofe who have been once enlightned, of which y he faith, Heb^.4>^ 
it is impofibleto renew them again to repentance : and 
that Scripture deals with all perfbns^ in its ex- 
hortations, and admonitions, and threatnings, 
as if they were capable of falling to the utmoft 
degree : and to fuppole that thing impoffiblc to 
be done, which the graveft counfels, and the . 
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moft vehement perfwafions are ufed to keep 
men from the doing pf, i$ to make a fevevc rcr , 
fle<aiono£it;hewifclom of thetxi that give them. 
And the Jpofllg here leaves none of them out j 
but bids the moft formard bdkvers beware of an • 
evil heart of unbelief • and thofe who had been 
moft Ibftned by repentance, take heed oihein^. 
hardmd through the deceitfidnejS of fin. So that vfc ; 
fee, how powerful foevpr. th? ptotiVes to Verffte 
are ^ how great foevcr the engagements againft Sin j. 
yet the Ap^ftie thought it needful to give them 
warning agaifljl the <S:f^tf/i<^M^^ c/".^/r. 

1. But what Vifid<y^ deceit fuln^fs >sthi?in(in, 
that the beft and wifeft men are fo n^uch cautio- 
ned ageioft it ? What irrefiftible c1>arms ^o^h it 
ufc to draw men tritp its fnares ? with wha? ipfu- 
iion doth it fo fa^ Imoxica^e mankind lo 'make 
tli«ro dotf upon it, againft thf ?opyi<^ion« of 
Rcafon, anddift*ce$ofCpnf<picnce,andthe power 
of ^crfw^on, and the moft foUmn and repj^ated 
Ycsxts md Pfomifes agaiaft it ? say.tp mak^ imw- 
purfuc it^ to fdch » degff<e «W rather f Q b^ 
dunned for it. than forfake it ?. If we wm to 
doofider this only by Reafop^ W9 Q^uM >«»^ip« 
nothing lefs than that /t» at on«5 limeor.oth^f 
haiblaid fuch am^^htyobUgaxicmen vfifvsikmd, 
that lather than part wkhic,|h8 :gf^t^ parf of. 
■icn, one of mew gtadtudfi, w7qMM: fifm%m% 
xo£uffes.(Qtm6vm^^^t: or,iiia^itkattog fe 



Digitized by ^ 



jil){olwtcly ntcerfaty to the comfort of mens 
livesjthat they 6annot lite one good day without 
it : Whereas in trOth, the whole race of man- 
IcirtdhathrufFcredcxtreamly and contin'jally by 
k I ihd it is fo far from being neceflarytochc 
comfort of mens Hves, that the greateft troubleis 
^ftd vexations of life have rifen from it j and 
ttieA may enjoy far greater fatisfaftion, and more 
ireat cbncfefitme'nt j and more noble, and folid, 
^ftd laftitig plcafurftsif they did utterly renonnict 
^id forfake it. But this ftiU makes the difficul- 
ty fo much the greater, how' it fliould Co fax 
Switch aittd- ittf4tuaTe the far greateft part of 
inatikindj 4ind of thofe who know hoW dearly 
,they muft fuffer for it in another World > And 
"ytt to a^ii this difficiilty, we have Only two ,. 
'Accbunts to give liow fiti ct)mics' to diccdve 
mankind fo generally, fo fs^tally • aftd thbfe w 
'»,' By fubde. infinuat^ns ■;■■ i. By falfe rea- 
Tdnings. • ' - ■ • ' • •> . - 

• 1: By puMe inpnuatlohsu The great Matters 
of f>kadifig in ancient limes have told us^ that 
^here tvt fome Caufes which are nev^^r to be 
itiinaged by plain and downright rc'afonings, 
X becauie rfiey are too wcakt6f bear that mct^iibd 
if( handling')- and then* they bid men have a 
'Cafe in their 'beginning j Of -toming clbfe to 
•tihe biffm^fs'} hvK fteyVitttrft-fetdh' acottrpafs 
about, and by itcret arts and degrees infiftuatfe 
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tKcmfclves into the good opiniocv of the Jtidges 
before they arc aware of it. This is the very 
metKod which is made ufc of hy the deceitful^ 
nejs of Sin j it dares not (land the examination of 
.any clofc rcafoning,. for all its artifices would 
prefcntly be difcover'd then j but it makes ufc of 
thefe atts of infinuation. . i. It endeavours to 
raife a good opinion of it felf by falCb colours 
and tcprefentations of things. , i. When it hath 
done that, it draws men on by degrees to the 
pra^ice of it. j. When men are engaged in the 
praftice of fin, then it reprefents to them ho\y 
nfiuch it is their own irttereft to defend it, and fo 
brings them ixom the counjdof the ungod^j and the 
way of fitmers^to thefeatof thejcomfuL 

I. it endeavours to raife a good opinion of 
it felf by f<dfe colowrs • and repreientations of 
things. The firft precept of infinuation is to re- 
move prejudice j for while that continues, all 
that can be faid will be of no force. While 
men look on fin as vile, and loathfome j as mean 
and unworthy of a man j as incot^fiftcnt with the 
peace and contentment of their minds, (b long 
temptations arc eafily refifted : all arts muft 
therefore be ufed to make, it appear with all th^ 
addrefs and flattery which is moft-apt to entice 
a. poor .deluded finncr. Tfhcn, the fetters and 
Ibackles which it brings to enflaye tnen with^ 
inull be looked on and admired as ornaments ; 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



its moft fordid and filtHy pleafurcs m^ )^6 
thought great and n^anly • and a litjdc prfCeat 
honour an,4 advantage appe^ n^ofe vaiu^?^ 
than an eternal ftate of Happinefs ^d Qiory, 
ThcTc are thing$ wc ftiould think it very hard 
for\mcn to be deceived with j and yet every 
day we find they are fo j ^nd which is far more, 
they are ready totakeit very ill of thofe who 
go about to undeceive theni. In other cafes, if 
a man tells another, that he is like to be de^ 
ccived with a falfc and counterfeit Jewel inil^ad 
of a. true one j or to buy a bad Tide to an E- 
ftatc inftead pf a good one, he thinks himfelf 
very much obliged to him for his fidelity and 
Kindnefs ; only in the cafe of a mans beloved 
fins , although they will prove the greateft 
cheats in the World to him; yet he cannot well 
endure to be told fo • but his blood is apt to 
fire andenflamc him into a paflion againflhim 
that doth it -j and although it be meant with 
the greateft innoccncy and kiridnefs, it is ready 
to be interpreted to be only the effect of naa- 
lice and ill will. For now fin hath infinuatei 
it felf fo far into him , that fio one can be 
thought a friend to the perfon, who is not fo to 
his fins J and they are then come toJthat height 
of friendfhip and community of ^nterefls , to , 
have common friends and cdoupgn enemies. 
Now all the diifcaurjfes of the Accdosm , and 
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pleafurc, and fatisfaaiori cf a mans mind in the 
praiSfcicc of vcTtue appear very dull: and infipirf 
things J and fit only for Learned Foots or fhnofip* 
fhers to tdlkoi. 

Nothing deserves the name of Liberty wrtb> 
them, but a power of doing what they pleafc; 
What nonfenfe' and contradidion doth it fecrit 
to themforthofecobe accounted ktt, who aire 
under any bonds, or reftrarnts ? No matter tot 
them, whether they be from God, or Nature^ 
from Reafon or Confcitnce, as lon^ as they 
arc reftraints , they look on them as in con- 
fident with their notion of Hberty. And 
next to thofe who threaten inett with pu- 
nifhments in another World for wh^tt they dp 
apfiifs in this,. they account thofe the greateft 
Fools that firffi found out the difttndtion of good 
and evil, and jufl: and unjuft in the a<9tians of 
men. .**^ What Fools (fay they > v/ere they to 
^fatten difhonour able and reproachful names on 
*'fome of ehemoft pleafanr and beneficial a<ftr- 
** ons of life ? For thus a man rs debarred ' that 
** noble and manly Vice of Drunkcnnefs for fear 
••■of lofing the^cputatioI^ of Sobriety j and the 
** extravagancies of Luft, for fear of doing inju- 
* ly to his neighbours BrtSt j and fuppofing- a 
**raan hath never fo much advantages in his 
•*Kan<fe to enrich hiixilelf by defrauding ano- 
^thcr, ^ethc raufl not do it^becaufe although. 
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**a« cftatc be in the ktcping of a .Fool, ye? 
" another fliuft not be a Knave to get it from him; ' 
Thus do thefe miferable Slaves to Vice pitty the 
wcaknefs of thofc who h^vc fo little wit (as they 
think) not to underftand the Liberty they enjoy : 
But thus' do mad men pitty the dulncfs of thofc 
that are in their wits, that do not fing, and ranCj 
aid defpife the World, as they do: and fancy 
thcmiclvestobcKings and Princes, while they 
are tyed fall in their chains, and lye in Straw. 
And up09 fuch grounds as thefe, the mofl: rude 
and barbarous Itidkns did better underftand the- 
liberty of mankind, than the mcvll civilized N^- 
. tions. For all civility is a debarring men of 
fome part of this natural liberty, i e. of thofc 
things which men have a power to do; and 
upon this ground all antient Law -givers and 
Wife men, who by degrees brought feveral Na- 
tions to Order and Government, and to live by 
Laws, ought to be hated as the greateft Ty- 
rants and Ufurpers upon the liberties of man- 
kind : and the natural confequcnce of tjiis 
. would be the overthrow of all Laws, and Or- 
der, and Government in the World. But ^f 
thcr^ muft be fome reftraints upon men, then 
wtare.to confider what reftraints are juft. arid 
reafonablc, within whofe bounds we are to con- 
tain our felvesj and whatever tends K) the, difr 
honour of God, to the injury of pthcrs, or to 
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iin& dWn cl*{lru<ai6n, k is all the f cafon itf the 
World V^c fhould ibftain frotri. And if rticn 
Would but do this, they would be kept frotft the 
)j)raaice of fin : And fothis imagituf v noti- 
oti of a boiindlcfs l^rty will appcif to oc ba*- 
iy one of the faife cdaUts that fm puts upon evil 
atSkions, on purpofc to tempt men to the com- 
miiSon of them. 

.. But there is another Poifon which more fub- 

iilly and dangiroufiy infihuates it felf into the 

hearts of men, and by which fin gets the pof^ 

feJQSon there, and^ that is the foVe of ^eajure ^ 

I do not mean the pleafure of themiftd, or the 

pleafuircof agood confcicnce; for there is no 

danger in th^ft;.but it is the love of ^ftfual 

pleafiire \vhich is nioft apt to enfnar e men in 

the practice of im. It is under this rcprefenta- 

tion chiefly , that fin deceives, betrayes, entangles^. 

bewitches, deftroyes the fouls of men : It is this 

which filUthe imagination, and darkens die ua- 

derftahding witJi nkhy fteams^ and vapours^ 

iind'hurries a man bawith the imjjetuous Vio- 

lehcfe of paflSons^ without confidering the mif- 

chievous confequenGewhich attends it, ekhc^as 

to his hbtiotrr in this World, or his falvatibn in 

VrSu^ix ^^^'^^^ '^^^5 danger which attends theplc4> 

»Q.*5*Sf*-* fiir«^ of fin was well reprfifentcd in one of the 

fi'»^Af*f«^'idpfH f arables, (if a mHfViblmtlxprftkdl^WM 

mm^ ^^'fpt<y the io^ if ufrtdi^ce^ whm mHiPd* dTreer 



^fomin^ M the fide of a grut Ukfi W at tU foot of 
it a prodi^ous Ser^nt h^ingfeady^ to devour him-^ the 
man being in this ajiMipmefit gets up9n thefirfl branch 
of the tree he cdvid reach-, but he wot «8 jooner there, 
hat his horrour yicreafed at the a^ehenfim af his 
danger d/i eper^ fide nf him; mtdihatu^mh added the 
.vnoji to Bs conjleiitat'm was that tlx <very branch on 
which he Jiood mat ahmft eaten 6ff ; ip^hU he was in 
this terribh fright, hlocfh upto the^prfihetree,and 
tUrefees ferae wild homy tficklirtg dswn the bedy of 
the f«, wiMch he wis fo taken with, ^nd fo pleafed 
wit]} the JweetneS of it, that he forgets his danger , 
tiH-of afudden tlye branch -breaks, anddonfn he drops 
into the lake without recei^ery. "This is the tlrac re- 
prefentation of the pieafutes ofiin, which men 
are fo much entertaincdi with, that they never 
rconfider the bazard they ^uti, aiidl- fearce'thirtk 
of their danger till they drop inco- that ^ftate- b£ 
m-ilcry fromiWhencethcreis no redemption. 

But bciides thefe (oft atid voluptuous finncrs^ 
:(.\j;?hoarseiiriljr deceived and hardly <lrawri put 
-of thJeifaarestbeyfaUimo) there- a?e others of 
.•unKwretufic^reftlcfs, an4defignisig t-crivper, and 
toithei^ (iaappcars under anothcir fhapt (to de- 
ceive them, with alUKe advahtige* or external 
Splendour aftdr.Greatnels. And thus they' v^rhfo 
poflibly might efcttpe the baits of pleafure, are 
x:arryed ^way by tne mdre {>kofibh' tcmptati- 
ons of Baches andHofioac; h k fu^poKcd by 

bfe?^le 
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Come, xhi.t when the Devil tempted Chrift 
Mat.4.8.9. with the offers of the ^ngdoms of thU worU, if he 
would fall down and worjhip him , he did not 
know, who^e was, but had a mind to try him 
by the moft probable, way of difcovcring. what 
was withinbim ; But furdy the Devil thought 
him fome extraordinary perfon, or elfe he 
would never have made fo large an offer at 
fii^ a'/!<,- of no lefs thm all the IQngdomsof the 
World^ vB:hereas very ipuch lefs than one of thefe 
. hath ferved to corrupt and debauch the minds of 
many who have been great pretenders to Piety 
and Vertue. It was indeed fome what a hard 
condition the Devil joyned with his offer, to fall 
^ down and Wwrfhij^ him^ becaufe he then defign- 

ed not only a V.idory jbut a Triumph 5 but with 
others he conceals the condition and draws them 
on by-degrees, ftill rifing higher and higher in his 
temptations, thereby feeding andcnlarging^their 
defiresj till the love of this World hath gotten 
^ fuch .ap ; ci^tirfi poiTcilion of. their hearts, th>t 
-ihey fcarcc.eycrf in good 'carneft think of ano- 
ther till their (bpls are pafling into it. And then 
it may he, they .fadly refleift on their owaFoUy ,in 
tt^atth^y ha,vfrp?icferrjfdthe deluding fc.encs and 
pompous fli ews of worldly gr eatn efs, before the 
compleat ,and . endlels. felicity of another lift. 
.'But it; very; often happensi that it is not fo long, 
-9$ l^ll their leaving this, World, t;hat men. come 

J by Google '^ 
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to under ftand the reftlefs folly of ambition. 
For tKc things of this World are like Epicurus his 
Jtoms, alwaycs moving, and juftling one a^aind 
another j and one mans ambitibn lerves to fup- 
jlant anothers, and they who cannot raife them- 
felvcs may yet help to mine others j and oft- 
times thofc very defigns bry which they mofl: 
hoped to advance thenrlelves> prove the occafldn 
of their fall and deftruiStion. The Mahunietans 
have a ftory to this purpofej hr the time of J ejus W4rti.Trov, 
'three men in ajonyney hapied to find a Treafure ^ but ^"'J^'f'^^' 
heing hungry^ tky ftnt me of tijeir number to Bay proi> ' 
anfons j he conjuin how he might get this treafjge to 
hmfelfy and for. that end refolves to poifon their meaty 
the other two agreed to Jhare it between them^ and' to 
kitt the third djjoon as he returned ;. which they did^ and 
ihemjel'\>ts [oon after dyed of the poifoned meat, jefus 
pajfing by with his dijciples^ faid. This is the condttion , 
0/ this world I fee wku the loMe of jt hath brought thefe 
'men to ! Wo he to him that I'ooki for a,ny other ttfi^e 
f om it. This is the firflr way whereby fiti doth 
infinuate into the ' minds of them- • fvi:^. by 
falfe colours andfeprefentationsof thitig^.- 

i. But when flnhatk fo fir infihuated it felF 
to bring men to a hctccr opinion of it, it doch not 
prefentty hurry them on to the greatefV height 
of widcednefs • but leads them gently find by 
cafie fteps and degrees, 'left- tftey ffiould ffart 
back pfrefcntly with the. fright of fome dreadful ■ .^ 
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fin. Which will appear if we confider, how onp 
comes to be corrupted bj fin that hath had the 
advantage of aihodcft and vertuous education : 
if thofe who dcfign to debauch himfpeak out a,i 
firftin plain woras what they aim at, a fudden 
horrour feizcs upon hira at the apprehenfion 
pfit,anditmay be he hates their company for 
ever after. But there is fo much a fenfe of 
Hiame leftin humane nature, that men dare not 
tempt others to fin,at Icaft at firft, in plain terms j 
and the fame temptation which being reprefent- 
ed one way would affright, appearing with 
greater art and diflimulation may eafily prevail 
Andlin is a thing, that men hate to be forced, 
but too much love to be cheated into the pra- 
<5ticeQf it. How doth a young finner ftruggle 
with himfelf, and would if it were poffible gee 
o.^t of the noife of his own Confcience, when 
he hath offered force and violence to it ! He is 
very uneaHe.to himfelf/and wifliethathoufand 
times he had never committed the fin, rather 
than to feel fuch horrour and difquiet in his 
mind, upon the fenlc of it. But if this doth not 
make him prefcntly repent, and refolvc never 
to be guilty again of the fame folly, (as in all 
reafon it ought to dp ) then by time and com- 
ply lie wears oiF the imprefiion of his guilty 
aodthenext occ^ba of finning makes him for- 
get the woundsof his Confcience, and the fmart 
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. jJic cndurj^ .bcfprc j 3^a4 the jfrp^.,t;crtip.utif>n " 

.'revives ,tKc renfc of Ins forp^er 'p|i?arux^^ 
<tlien lie is able to witbftand no longpr • and 
^hus by repeating the {ame ads, by degrees he ' 
becomes a very hopeful finner, and the reports 
of his Confcience are but like that of founds ac 

- a gre;ater diftance • they leffen ftill more and 
more, till at lafl: they cannot be heard at all. 
And when he hath, thus mattered his Confci- 

. ence, as to iny one fin, which at firft he was 
fearful of committing , and hath found, 
fuch an I« upon his Confcience as will bear 
him,,he goes on ftUI farther and farther, till no- 
thing be too :hatd for Him. He that at , ^rft 
ftarted and trembled at the hearing of an horrid 
oath, now can hear whole volleys of them dif- 
charged without fhrinking ^ and can bear his 
part in that hellilh Co«cerf: and he that was fo 
hardly brought to be wicked himfclf, may in a 
little time ( as fome men are ftrange proficients 
in wickcdnefs) tempt ^nd, encourage others to 

.thepra£^iceofit< , 

5. Atidi when men are arrived to an. habitual 
continuance in fin^ tjhen/or. their prefenteafe and 

. %urityi, t^jy caft.abput ffw: any wa.yes to defend 
it. For whatever is ^ecpmc pf Confcience, they 
may .have fuch a ffnfe of r^jputation Jfft,,t,^at 

. ;they; jw^ould not be thought fi^p/i, ancJ be c^n- 
teiimcd: ^nd dcfpifed by others, ggt ^Uh^jagh 

,^gle 
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it be impoffiblc for fuch to avoid fcom and con- 
tempt among all thofe who have any true re- 
gard to Vertue or Honour, yet they will endea- 
vour rather to defend themfclvcs in doing iFl, 
than recover their reputation by repentance. 
And becaufe it would puzzle the wits of the 
moft fubtle and concerned perfons to find out 
pretences and excufes for fome kinds of fins ; 
therefore the eafieflr way is to reprcfent all the 
World as alike bad; although not alike cunning j 
and although it may be not in the fame way, yet 
in fomcthing as ill in it felf, but more agreeable 
to their Age, temper, and condition of life; 
Thus the gteateft finners love to herd themfelves 
in a croud, and think it fome poor defence for 
their fins, that they would have others believed 
to be as bad as they : as though a man were in. 
the lels danger by the plague, becaufe it is a gene- 
ral contagion. But if it happen that fome perfons 
in th eWorld (hould have any reputation for "Ver- 
tue among them, then all the weaknefles, and in- 
difcretions of fuch, arefure to be enquired after,, 
that fo what is accounted vertue, may be thought 
only natural foumefs of temper, or want of wit 
to be otherwife. But if any fiicli -(bould be 
found in a mifcarriage, what Joy and Triumph 
doth this make ?* what load of eircumftanees 
and aggravations do they lay upon thern^j asv 
fifough one fiirgle mifcarriage of fuch perfons 
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were to weigh down a choufand enermictes oF 
theirs. Andbecaufe it is impoHible to defend 
their extravagant courfes by ^afwi, the only 
way left for them is to make Satirical JnVeBms 
againftl^edj/onj as though it were the moft un- 
certain, foolilli and ( I had almon: faid ) unrea* 
fonable thing in the World : and yet they pretend 
to flicw it in arguing againft it : but it is pitty 
fuch had not their wifti, to haVe been 'Beajli rather 
than men, ( if any men can make fuch a wijl} that 
have it not already ) that they might have been 
Icfs capable ofdoing mifchief among mankind, j 
by- reprefcnting all the excellencies of humane ' 
nature, which are ^afonyZndVertue^znd fiS^igh] 
o», but as more grave and folemn fopperies. 
But how hard are fuch men put to defend their 
vices, thatcannot do it, without trampling un- 
der foot the moft noble perfe<ft;ions of their own 
nature! 

Thefe however are the more ingenuous fort 
of finnerSjthat yield ^afon and (Bjligion to be of 
Vettws fide . but there are others that make ufe 
of fome ftiallow pretences of ^ajon to cxcufc 
themfelves in their fins : which is the fecond way 
wrher eby fin deceives men, wit^ 

1. ^yfdJ4%ea{onmg$: and thole taken either, 
I. From their Prefent impunity : 2. Or from 
their Future Repentance. 

I . From their prefent imj^unttj in finning, nien 
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ate apt t6' deceive th'emfclvesihfd a'coiiT^rtUatice • 
ill it. This is tKc accdurtt the Wife rtian hath 

Ecd. 8. 1 1, ^^ong fince given of mte beitig hatched ftf lift .. 
Secaufe fentence agalnfi dti eVil ufork is not ehckutea' 
jbeedily j therefore the harts of tUfmsof niert is fuUy ' 
Jet In them to do efvil It Teems K>nnfcwhat hard to 

' unclefftahd the confequtnce, why liien flibuld 

grow niore defperateiy wicked, bccaufe God 
gives them a fpace to repent ? Is it necefTary that 
if God doth punifli at all, he muft do it prefent- 
ly ? that would feein to be rage and fury, or a 
neceflity of nature, and not juftice. Cahnot 
judgement be duly executed, unlefs the Judge 
break o^ch the Prifon doors, and torment the 
MalefaSfcdr in his ckaihs ? Why rtlay not God 
refpite the puhiftitnerit of firiners , when he 
pleales, to another ftate, fince he hath declared 

A^t.ij^li* that he hath appointed a day mherein he will judge the 
World in rigkeoufnej^ ? What incongruity is. ther 6 
in this to any principle of reafon or juftite ? 
Will not this time or Gods pati'encfe, be a fuffi- 
cie'nt vindication of his lenity and goodnefs in 
order t6 the drawing men to r'epetttarice ? And 
will not the day of his future judgement be a 
full vindication of his jiiftice ? Will not theih- 
fupportablc horrours of a hiifcrablc eternity "dif- 
^ cover far more Gods abhorrence of fin , than pr^- 
fent fuffcrings in this life , whicb, the greater 
they 4re^ the Icfs they continue ? But all this 

^^alfc 
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fillV way of reafooJiTg ari'fct& .from' -that; ^afiri 

piecfc of feif-flrittiery that fdch dO' imagine Goii 

t6 he lifec chtmfelvef 5 i. ei as criiel aiui revenge- 

M a^sthty are.: and tiieyiprcfetttly tKinfe, if any: 

perfofis did offend rficm sit- the ratd cHat ftnnera 

arc faid to offend God, and they had fo mncb 

powei^ ip their hands to puniih thennr as he has, 

wichdut: . atty fear . c^ revenger upon >thertiC3l vcs j| 

they, would be fure to difpatch tnehu prcfeJncly •; 

butbecaufe thdy fteGod doth it -wot, tbetefore 

they conclude that aU the talk of Gods, anger and 

hatred igainft fin is without ground 1 ' and fron> 

hence they take encouragement to' fin. - So the 

Pfalmift faith m Gods nxmSjTkcfe things tlm dfdfi Pfal.50.21 

and^ 1 k(ft fiknce j and they, prciently took hifc 

jilence for confent -^ for it follows, and fkwffco^^ 

(jt that 1 waa altogether fmb a om as thy felf: but 

the Pfalmift idds, how ill he took this at mens 

hands, and that he Would one day make them 

know the difference between the forbearance of 

lirinerS, and the love of /their fins -, hut I will re* 

fro'Ve fk'e, andfet thetn in order before thee^ And 

therefore he bids them be better advifed, and 

confider this wUk they forget ijod^ lefi he tear them in v. zii 

pieces, and there be none to ddive}\ 

X. .Men are hardned by the deccitfulncfs <3f 
fin, from the hopes of their future repentance. 
For th^t is ohc of the great cheats of fin, that 
every twic thinks he can repent :and fhake off 
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his {ins when he hath a min^ Cd do it Sin 
doth not lye like a heavy weight upon their 
backs, fo that they feel the load oF it j and 
therefore they think it is- eafily rertiovcd , if 
they would {ct chemfebcs to it. Moftofthofc 
that believe a God and a judgement to come, 
and yet continue in (In, do it upon this prefum- 
ption> that one time or other, they fliall leave 
their {ins, and change the courfe of their lives 
before they go out of this world. They have 
not only thoughts of repentance, but general 
purpofes of doing the a<5ts of it at one time, or 
other J but that time is not come, and (jod 
knows whether it ever will or no. For fin en- 
tices them and draws them on ftill j and when 
any motions towards repentance come into their 
minds, that prefently fuggefts. It is time enough yet j 
wly fo much hajle I there will be trouble enough in it 
when you mujl do it, what Heed you bring it fo f.fl 
t^on you ? Are not you likely to hold out a great- many 
years' yet ? whatpitty it is to lofe fo much of the plea^ 
fure of life, while you are capable of enjoying it ? There 
,is old Jge comings and when you will be good for nO' 
thing eljey then will be time enough to grow wife and 
to repent. But Oiboli{h finncr, who hath be- 
witched thee to hearken to fuch unreafonablc 
. fuggeflions as thefe are I For 

}. In the laft place, it ought to be our prefcnt, 
our con{lant,ourgreatcft care to prevent being 

^ harmed 
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hardned hy the. demtfuhep of fin. For to this cmJ, 
it is not enough to confidcr of it at one time 
or other in our lives, but we muft be exhorthg 
one another daily, whtUitis called to d<Pf^kfi any of us 
he hardned through the witckraft and deceitftUnejs of 
fin .-And if it be fo much the diityof others to 
fliew that regard to one anothers fouls j how 
much more doth it become us to do it, who 
cxpedb to be called to an account at the great day 
for the difcharge of our truft in this mattci: ? 
It is a dreadful paflage we read of in the ^o^ 
fht Bs:ekiel, and enough to make our ears to tin- 
gle at the repeating '\^^Whm I fay Unto th& wicked ^Ez^k.^^. 2^ 
O wicked man thu Jhalt furely dye^ if thou dofi not 
fj^eak to warti the wicked front his w^/l that wicked- 
man jhall dye in his ini<iuity^ hut hishlood will 1 re» 
(^uire at thine hand. We would fairi believe this 
to have been fome particular and extraordina- 
ry eommiflSon given to the Prophet by God; 
himfelf, which doth not concern us- for what 
will become of us, if not only our own faults, 
(which God knows arc- too many- ) b«it.<?ther 
mens (hall be charged- upon us ?: when citiier 
through negle^jOr flattery, or fear of difpleafing,. 
or for any mean and unwortfiy endSj,iwe- betatayi' 
©ur Kufti and inftead: of pccvscnting prove thc- 
occadoh of mens being xoomuQh^hardiied through 
the deck4tfubiefioffin» But althoo^- wt neither 
, pretend; ^o be (B'o|>iS>eri,r noB .^po^cyji yetr ic is < ^ 
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!0iar.Offi^€-,tp' tak(5 \carc of ^he-S^r^x^f m?n^\anjl 

. /(^^ ^ve difchaxgc-jthat, ^w^ oughtto.clo,if \Afc 

. do not with all laichJFulaef&w^rn men of the dan- 
ger they xun into through the deceitftdmfs of fin J 
It were happy for ys ifwc fouldlay, that all tJje 
Lords peo^k \Arieholy. j for then we fliould have no- 
thing to do, but to prai(eand conimend their 
Vcrtues, which were ancafie and a delightful 
cask; but what pl^afurc is it to rake into the 
{ores, or to reprove the .Vicesof a' degenerate 

, ^e ? to be thought troublcfome and imperti- 
nent, if we do our duty j and men of no confci- 
enGfj ifwedo it not? But our^prk is neither 
tolibelqui: Auditors, nor to flatter ,them ; niei- 
thcr to tepyfcnt them as better, nor wor£e than 
they, are j nor, to charge them with more guilt 
than, their owAConfciences do charge them 

: with : i W;our -.btjfirteA is^ to befecch and ex- 
hort them by the mercies of God, by the fuf- 

' leriogs of Chrift, by the love; and t^ndernefs they 

;ihavc;'fortheir immo«aIrfpiids, that they; vowW w 
-:4p3I,i while it iiJfiUtd: to daji ^ S^f hee4 Uft ^%^ he 
; : m^rtfd ihrot^ • the demtfutneft of fin. And ^bat 

■^ill -appear tobe.vcry reafonabje on.thcfc cpn- 

diderations. ... 

: i.:That.noaM.aiici6ujdfthe.da0gcrpf itj while 
th€y . live in " this- tcmptingiWarld. What need 

, ih^e wc CO. cake cajse of bcipgideccived by that, 
whicij l^gth iqecn loo , hai^jl for thie 4r^,{.^he wf^fly 
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even^h&c of Innocency> was <leGetve<(by the to- 
finuaciom of fin : wnen there was no matcec 
wichyi for the tempution to work upon^ no 
lealoft fiiggieftefir^at dottki move a cotnmonirif^ 
4er(UhcliDg, nointercftor ^vantage thai cbatd 
fway him j no other. moVing qante. appears to 
us dF that fatal Aftaftafie; of yfcIdMf^ bntekhecthe 
imagki^icio^; qffyim^ unkoQWn:pi£a&tre> or^thei 
bare ct^fiojky pf trying an cx{ternncnt what the 
effci^s would be of tafting Itk fdiinddiiii fmti 
And ever fince .fo general £athr.ih& corruption; 
of mai^^ind bcflHCo\6KCe^fi^hAvxlaihs:iuti£ces 
and;4eceit$ ofjtn been titihc: World, ..that -the? 
befl of men have not wholly efcapcd them y hue 
I?ayp ^<9^tiff?Ss fallen. in. thoft xeryi.Gra^Ci 
whicji ,^ye;|]ft^; inoftijsetiiarybk fexte 

Jot ;i^i his patience^' fH^r\xif']m -zcai for Chrift/ 

- afcvrtffl^^; J^n4; Ij?l*f rj«n<fe ;^0«l4(diafeesfe-; 
o^rfdf tOjtti^ ^e-^jfhpiilcl . hafve 'thou^t v of «ll: 
mett iji^tJi^oWprld:, ^^h»ion thc;leaft m .danger. 
^jP«iftgH^§5?lvci % ^tifecj.ivrittukionsro^iSn,; 
w«9 fe3 ^ivcn ^<rl?;e-3q€«Ueot' fiaujtipns-a^ainft; 
tliofe; yety {hares:he fell ifttp bimfelf ; And .that 
tpfuch a decree, th.ac his c?^fe\is kftidiTputable; 
to this iiayi whetji^^-r^^^d^iji^f^ycwd byrircr; 
pjcntJ^nce or noi What nun^l^ofts.'M? theffc u^tat 

F " record , 
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wbfthfvcJkdjKcrogcui dfsdws after thtiif^irltfffl- 
{tbfrl pb^tkry ';and; b)iYe ixfen- femd ^'^VhdtV 
u;dnf>m>i9filicn ltave.4ddnut)f ^yk^l^^^^ifiKi>^ 

aQ:ie£f4t3inaaci^ ,pa£&oii^^::^'b^'6ab^ mda^ e^ 

andcoxwibiualca*tri^ioiB:'^ve4. -- ■ --» ^ '^ 
mtee-TtkuCd HHf)&Tfdi?ff!tofb«4ffii(idf it J'-lh<^fe': 
appreben^DO ^^jugei^ifnlty •dr^Hiiil^^^hey '■^^^ 

vrho think with ^nsfehres^ tMfieift^ ^ty^z^ . 
fpcAtitfasir oti3^esiiii>fm:^r<^;fcf Afilt^^^^ 3G^# 
acfien(iUrb)kl«^««gr %i»g^p^]is^''^iaifdlaeJBr^a^e- 
^datance ^s^md^hav^ no itnkfMeHi^bf ^fk^ y&9t 
men, who arc the gfcaiftft fliatVW to^^ftf $f^';* 
^MTC fa mwii 4ec«ivtct fey theitt^- -ij^td thiiifc tftcjr' 
hiYe.them<^idvoUy^atib^'cbmkfjtflti kti^.^airi 
when, they pleafe caft^m oflT: and' fueH im^- 
gitikions keep them iiffxt in rt^e<^ibn to' 
ihem^ Bor ipth^y-d^*'apjjirefeeri'd cferkifeltcls 
under fucb (Uvery ^ as itMy tftey drc; thiey-i 

,Go(3§puld 



Digitized by ' 



w^fcas flow becJbfe tReyi .»!•« n6t^c«fcl ' ti 
comtnit JtBek' ilm /'tKey :<fift)^^6, tH«y c^ft wifefi 

thing fof yk)fl toT^ 1 aUtfciPit^^l^cSfieMHy 
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huh A grc^K.^pdwtri»vdiaD i^Kr ©owi^ibb^ of 
CoAfcicticc: forwhjcfliQUldmcsicvcjr intend lo 
fcpem, if th?y di^tJAt tbnk^ it iieficfliiry ^. md 
iithtfthmkkmwiuy aad yet do irlitoifi it is 
{4«n thci'-&ib:;r*wtlitog.''W^i«Hw 
than Cbnfpi^w*, .^M^K fccc^ps th^iJi'-fKwn icj 
5o that he tba^ i^t^ds to .repent,; ^nd .yet liVes 
in fift, h>thlfei|tJig§fAV»ioRQfifii #bpyQ)Oth^r$^ 
^Jl^theJ^W ^ainid.'lk)^ lQQ9f<:»9nt:«:»UibAt^tiine} 
Tell mc thenj;0.^)ii(j4btlc ftnjaieir,.tW»i jiopeft 
to be coo h^rdi<(>riG04\=iwd fp^r^iri tcxa^'bj^ en-: 
jpyittg thy fiP* M> Wig' a? .tl«)u j}aivfti;^R^;thcii 
r,fpcnting : w Jiaftp'iWff^^^^^ ©f 

God : dojft thop in ,gQftd. gafg^ft int^Qd'Cicetjo 
recent, ornojl ifth(m{^^0!|,S»eyer^?ceJvft«h)f 

&lfp God3wilAiJK)r:)f^t$>foti»^fri|iiis?i^^ 

Upid.itl is^t:Bfit^y.^^[rh^\x,^t Cj9©yig^'^dflk:is 
irweh be|t5fil IQ jfefbdf»^f<^afr55m» bs^^^ifiSfe 
find it in ti^y k^ftotq^m^fMll iS^m^^^^mtSl 
all this vdiile.H.TKef«i3roVij:,hb(«t^$|:,t$jiJe*y«fthy' 
fins, than to liy^ in ih?my it ivjff r?.'&f >b?JtC!«)'t<) h^ 
iobcr , and temp!«»t^ ^ndpioMVJwA^fVO^V^^ 
^ be de^iic^f4 'Md^ft^firipj ;a^d /yijKifpt i^ 
this, thou doft npt repem, but goeft p9:i|i\jt|^iL 
iame courie. Coftfidcr then, thjitthis ve^f c^t- 
cumftance deeply "^^^ravates evety iin jthad^i^t 
committed ifterit. For it is nocab^rf negiei); 
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•oF rcfentahcc; wkich thou art guilty of, but ^ 
cohtempc of G'-od and Goodnefs ; it is, not only 
not repenting, but it is an obftinate and wilful 
rriblution oT (inning : tat .there is no medium 
bct^»een living in fin and; forfaking of it j and 
nothing deferves the name of Repentance, that is 
•fhortof that. And if thou-art fo wilful and un- 
^^icafpnajble no\«^, as; notwithftanding thy relolu- 
tiDns.iOirepenc/to^iveftilHnthy fins, howcanft 
i^thdii levei hope to repent at laft, when thy 
heart will be fo much more hardncd by con- 
tittuancc in'fin ^- .■. 

•. ' . 4;. Laftiyy Gonlider the fad condition ofthofe 
who iu:c hardned through the deceitfulnefs of 
fin. -They-are faid in Sciripture to be paftfeetmi, |P^4; [9 
And ^^^ 5n>e»^ver trf'rf w^rfee wiwH, i. r. to.havfc 
\d& allfenfeof.thiif danger, and of the ill con- 
dition they are in ^ • they dcfpife- aft means of in- 
ffruiftion, and fcorn all thofe who would do 
them good, and who mean them no other injury 
but to perfwade them to be happy. With what 
difdain and contempt do thofe proud and lofty 
finners, who arc once arrived at this height of 
wickednefs, look down upon all thofe, who en?- 
deaVour by ^ajon Sn^l ^r^iwe to convince them 
of their fins .' As though it were not poflible for 
any thing to make men feem more ridiculous to 
them, than to fee them concerned to plead the 
caufc of Vcrtuc and Rel igion. J^ To what pur- 
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!:' pofe ts all' this aclp. about ; ^ep^taacc l -. why 
!*'ll^oiiy not iT^en bi, Ut; aion&jo ite as- thry 
"think fit ? for Icttjiem preach their: iicajts QUI, 
" menyill4oa§ ijieyplcafe* , nt^hij iHhc.'-^ 
guagc o£ ^holc-wHo arc -already hftt^ediathwlr 
nas. • biit Cod forbidj^it Should be fo of any licrc 
pref^qt j who makc; it our prayer.ta God u.he 
Miyerei from hwrinefi^ he0y,an^iCmi^vfti^'Jii$ 
jpqd and comma^mem^i [ • ; A^; YfP ,b4V«'^i3cit rrcja- 
'^n fo to do y for tiir^ is no ^udgp'mem £hdrt 
of hell,' like to chc being giyea'iip to' ia^repf abate 
Jenfe rfor alf the moft weighty af gtimcnn. aad 
moft forcibl-e perfwafiqns^ir^© facIi:.Hutiikc 
fliowres falling u?9^ a Roek,.thatinskc Cotat 
... ,.. • noile and Aide. off :ag^,;bft)Ciyi^kc«oiinpx6^ 
. .:. . .;. fiqii' or ehtrance ii^tOnth^cirv.-: .Mjl^j^k^ 
us all his Gme jto uodeifi^d. (hit din^i knSao 
rcpifnt in tuiic, that'; ^pfie pfus.^ hi htr&d: ^oi^ 
the 'decett{ulmp.<f fiuii[: ];.; ;, ':! :.. -;',.—: -: 

■'•. ' :. •-. 1- -i. • 5i':.-5 c....:'].'::::::-^.--:^ ''- ' i^ 
-'■" c;-/J /•'.■:.'i:.:.i--:c;r!:;r .';-,b--:-))[,.ilonb2:'.:.r// 
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